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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SQURCE Newspapers as indicated,

- SOVIET PRESS COVERAGE OF GREAT CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS ,
. DURING THREE PERIODS IN 1952 AND 1953

A As one vay of possibly establishing the present intentions of the Govern-

: L] ment of the USSR with regard to the great construction projects, the space

- . devoted to articles concerning thea in four Soviet Devspapers over three spe-
cific periods has been calculated and tabulated (see appended table) and the
ccotent of the articles analyzed for possible changes. The newspapers were
Pravda, lLeninskoye Zn a, Pravda Ukrain > and Turkmesnskaya Iskra, They were :
examined for the second quarter 1952, the second quarter 1953, and for the i
period trom 24 September to 24 October 1952.

These four newspapers were selected for the following reasens: Pravda is
Pravda Ukrainy reports on the
local aspects of the construciion of the Kakhovka Hydroelectric Center, as well
as of the South Ukrainian and North Crimean Canals, Turkmenskaya Iskra reports
local project, Leninskoye
Znamya was chosen because it 15 published in Petrozavodsk, an area not {immedi-
ately affected by the great construction projects. In addition, Leninskoye
Znamya has been icted to report intelligence items on scattered areas 1n the
USSR which are nct of immediate concern of Petrozavodsk ana its environs.

Since the press for the third quarter 1953 is not Yet fully available ip
FDD; the second guarter 1953 and the comparable period of 1952 were chosen
{or the survey, The pericl) from 2h September to 24 Cetober 1952 was chosen
. because the 1Gth Party Congress met during that time and its tasks were dis-
Lo cussed for 2 weeks before and after the actual meeting of the congress,

. An analysis of the contents of the articles published in all faur news-
L rapers during the three pericds does not reveal any reversion or change in
the decision to build Jhe construction Prolects, The only possible exception
" ig the Main Turkmen Canal, which is discussed below in connection with an anpal-
‘ ¥sis of the space allotted.
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Furthermore, Kalizhnyuk pointed out many other difficulties and problems
which must be solved quickly if the vork 1s to be carried out. He menticned an
acute shortage of any kind of fuel (which among other things curtails the lo-
cel. manufacture of bricks), the absence of suitable raw materials for construc-
tion in the locality of the canal, and the necessity for working out substitutes,
for which scientific help was still veing awaited.

. The Mair Turkmen Canal construction may have encountered additional diffi-
* culties. There i5 a possi¥ility that the amnesty given by the Malenkov govern~
ment robbed the Main Turkmen Canal construction of its slave labor. Furthermore,
the inferior living and vorking conditions at the comstruction sites, where in
some cases drinking water is brought in by plane, do not offer much attraction

for vorkers., Conceivably, workers might have left the construction after Sta-
lin's death if & relaxation of regulations occurred.

The prohibitive cost of the construction and other difficulties pointed
out by Kalizhnyuk, together with the possible labor troubles described above »
. might have compelled the Soviet government to slow down the work or to stop 1t S
. completely, at least temporarily.

Newspaver Space Allotted to Construction ProJjects
(in inches)

Party Confarence

Second Quarter Second Quarter Periou,
19°2 1953 24 Sep - 2k Qct 1952 Total
Kakhovkae Hydroelectric
+ Turkmenskaya Iskra 4 3 o} 7
| Leninskoye Znamya 39 13 3 55
R Pravde Ukrainy 285 8l 14 363
Pravda 42 30 5 127
Total 370 160 22 572
. Kuybyshev Hydroelectric .
Center 1
B Turkmenskaya Iskra Sk 32 0 86 |
Leninskoye Znamya 33 105 29 167 “
| Pravda Ukrainy 26 12 '3 il i
; Pravda 57 73 15 145
Total 172 222 LA uh2

Stalingrad Hydroelectric

Center
. Turkmenskaya Iskra 126 0 0 . 126
) Leninskoye Znamya 22 21 i b7
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Party Conference
Second Quarter Second Quarter Period,
1952 1953 2b Sep - 24 Oct 1952 Total
Pravda Ukrainy 10 3 0 13
Pray.a S L6 7 107
Total 212 70 11 293
Main Turkmen Canal
Turkmenskaya Iskra 821 0 131 952
Leninskoye Znamya 149 0 15 164
r
Pravda Ukrainy 30 0 Q 30
Pravda 85 0 39 124
' Total 1,085 0 185 1,270
. South Ukrainian cad North
Crimean Canals
’ Turkmenskaya Iskra 121 o] ] 121
- Leninskoye Znamya 7 o} o] T
Pravda Ukrainy 225 ug o] 270 ‘
* Pravda k5 0 0 %]
Total 398 s 0 L43
Grand Total 2,237 517 266 3,020
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